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The Oregon Clinic’s Dr. Eric Kirker only in
state to perform complex heart procedure

PORTLAND, OR - (March 4, 2009) — The Oregon Clinic, with 15 years of offering specialty
medical services, has something new for its patients with malfunctioning aortic valves. The
clinic’s Eric Kirker, MD, is the only physician in Oregon to perform a Valve Sparing Aortic
Root Replacement (VSR). The complex procedure is designed to save a malfunctioning
aortic valve.

Dr. Kirker said that though the procedure is accepted as safe and effective, it is not
universally performed.

“Because this is unlike many other Cardiac procedures it requires special training,”
he noted. “Furthermore, at special centers where this is performed, not all of the
surgeons perform it. I have had a chance to perform several since my arrival here in
Oregon, and with success.”

To better describe the need for this procedure, Dr. Kirker explained that VSR is an option
when people’s aortas dilate and become deformed. When this happens, the valves leak and
can lead to heart failure.

“Even worse,” Dr. Kirker added, “the aorta becomes so big that it ruptures.
Traditionally, this is repaired by replacing the aorta and its valve with a prosthetic
tissue valve which can wear out, or a mechanical valve which requires lifelong
treatment.”

Craig Fausel, MD, President and gastroenterologist with The Oregon Clinic, said he is
pleased to have someone with Dr. Kirker’s unique expertise on staff.

“Dr. Kirker is an excellent example of the specialized services offered by the 120
physicians who make up The Oregon Clinic.”
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About The Oregon Clinic:

The Oregon Clinic is one of the largest private specialty physician practices in Oregon. An
evidence-based, multidisciplinary organization, The Oregon Clinic provides the highest
quality care using a team approach to address medical conditions in the areas of cardiology,
gastroenterology, neurology, pulmonology, urology, podiatry, otolaryngology, radiation
and surgical oncology, cardiothoracic surgery, general and minimally invasive
gastrointestinal surgery, and diagnostic imaging. The Oregon Clinic is committed to
provide the highest quality care, practice data-driven medicine, provide leadership for the
healthcare community, and offer respectful, compassionate service. It was founded in 1994
with the merger of several clinical groups in Portland, offering specialty care from
Vancouver to Salem, and from Hood River to Astoria.

The Oregon Clinic, Thoracic and CardioVascular Medicine division is located at 1111 NE 99t
Ave., Portland, Oregon 97220. The phone number is (503) 963-3030.

Visit The Oregon Clinic Website at www.oregonclinic.com or call (503) 935-8000 for more
information.
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